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| Abstract |

Reorganisation of the Art Scenes and exhibition spaces
in Busan during the Korean War

Park, Jin-Hee / Park, Sang-Joon

The times of liberation after 1945, South Korea survived through the
period of social, political, economical and cultural chaos as the
establishment of the Republic of Korea Government in 1948. Following the
outbreak of the Korean War, the entire art scenes including the central artist
group had to be relocated in Busan the temporary capital.

According to that, the artists which moved to Busan shared the agonies
and worked together with the local artists of Busan, Kyungnam, resulted the
reorganisations of the art with life of refuge in the compressed city Busan.

It affected the local artists of Busan in direct and indirect ways by the
unique environments of ‘the art culture of the temporary capital’. The artist
group ‘Tobyukdongin’ was pursuing to focus on the ethnic art, locality
based on reality, against the central artist group which concentrates on
sculptural experiments to correspond with artistic movement to follow the
modernist of the world.

Additionally, the refugee artists were representing the aspects of the dark
period and destroyed realities with the great passion of creation the “will of
artist” while suffering through poverty and hardships, and sought for new
subjects and orders of methods. It is worth to revisit the exhibitions of
Tobyuk Group such as <Exhibition of Key Note>, <La premiere
exhibition des beaux arts pab la mur coterie>, <Exhibition of the latter
half term>>. Despite the inadequate environments of the period of the war,



90 &=R4E35

the artists stood up for the strong wills toward the art and actively engaged
with producing art works. The war correspondent artists were often joining
the activities for more practical reasons such as personal or identity security,
expressed the wounds or the portions and the records of the war in symbolic
ways.

Lastly, it is focused on the special culture space of the port city Busan,
the ‘Dabang’. Many artists from the nation created unparalleled phenomena
of prosperities and combinations by systemically influencing each others in
compressively limited space of the local, Busan of the temporary capital.

There were remarkable artistic activities fought off the desolated realities
of the war in the refugee city, the temporary capital Busan. It is necessity
that the aspects of an artistic movement formed basing on the refugee city
Busan to be evaluated as a standard in the art history of Korea.

Keywords: War art, Korean Art in the 50s, Space of Dabang, Refugee
artist, Busan art



