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| Abstract |

The Review on the Restore of Buddhist Triad
in Birojeon Hall, Beomeo-sa

Lee, Hee-Jung

Generally, "artist's artistry' refers to the value to create beauty through
materials, style and craftsmanship and then sublimate it into art. Among the
many sculpture monks in the Joseon Dynasty, Jin-Yeol, who restored a
statue of Buddha at Gwaneumjeon and Birojeon Hall, Beomeo-sa, is one of
the kinds. Unlike ordinary sculptures, religious sculpture is a matter of how
sacred statues can be revealed to people. In that sense, the Triad Buddha in
Birojeon Hall, Beomeo-sa has many meanings.

In Birojeon Hall, Beomeo-sa, Manjusri on the left side of Vairocana and
Samantabhadra on the right side are enshrined. It appears that Vairocana has
replaced Sakyamuni. That kind of triangle structure of the statues is still
unknown. The reason why Sakyamuni has been replaced by Virocana is
based on the recognition that Sakamuni and Nosana are considered as one
kind. In addition, the Triad Buddha in Birojeon Hall, is closely related to the
religious belief of Beomeo-sa. From the time of Ei-Sang, the belief to defeat
Japan by reading The Avatamska Sutra and the power of buddhism
continued to late Joseon and tried to express religious faith through
constructing the Triad Buddha in Birojeon Hall. The Triad Buddha in
Birogeon Hall, created in 1638, had not been repaired for 80 years. The
condition of the statue was serious and the restore was led by Jin Yeol. He
led all the rebuilt in Beomeo-sa by reconstructing the statue of
Gwaneumjeon and renovationg the statue of Mireukjeon as well as repairing
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the Triad Buddha in Birogeon Hall. His way of repair was different from the
ones from other sculpture monks in late Joseon. The result fully revealed the
aesthetic sense and sculptural capacity of Jin Yeol by recreating the Triad
Buddha with the combination of his own style and the general Buddha
statue style in 17th Century. As a result, the Triad Buddha in Birojeon was
reborn with a high, graceful, and solemn appearance as a sacred statue, and
this would be a demonstration of the artistry of the monk sculptor, Jin-Yeol.

Key words: Beomeo-sa Birojeon Hall, Vairocana, religious faith, Jin-Yeol,
Restore



