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[ Abstract]

Buddhism of Gijang during the Periodof Unified
Silla Kingdom by an Analysis of Folktales

Jo, one—young / Hapcheon Museum

The main purpose of this article is to illuminate Buddhism of
Gijang by analyzing the founding myths or the other folktales of
temples of this area during the period of Unified Silla Kingdom.
During this period, the dominant characteristic of the folktales of
Buddhism is that all materials are related to the monk, Wonhyo.
This means that the ideas of Wonhyo were widely spread in this
area.

The faiths propagated to the people by Wonhyo are the sects
of Avalokitesvara, Amitabha, Maitreya, etc. The way Wonhyo
enlightened the people of Gijang was the individual as well as the
collective edification by an organization of faith groupes. Faith
groups would have been an organization that supported the works
of temple.

On the other hand, the narratives on acts of Hyetong are
handed down in this area. He came to Gijang and enlightened
Dokryong(##E) which bothered the people in the time of King
Hyoso. Dokryong means not animal but an incurable disease which
was hard to be cured by medicine at that time. That Hyetong
enlightened Dokryong means is just to cure a disease.

Accordingly, we can understand by the folktales of Buddhism of
Gijang that Pure Land Buddhism of Wonhyo was widely spread in

this area, and then Esoteric Buddhism of Hyetong was propagated
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on the basis of Wonhyo's work. As a result Pure Land Buddhism
and Esoteric Buddhism for treat a disease of Gijang has a distinct
difference with its surrounding region. So, the indigenous Buddhist
culture might has been formed in Gijang which was quite
different from Gyeongju's one formed around the country and the

royal family.

Key words : Wonhyo, Gijang, Pure land Buddhism, Avalokitesvara,

Hyetong, Esoteric Buddhism for treat a disease
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