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[Abstract]

The Busan-Masan Uprising and

the attitude of Korean journalism

Cha Seong-whan / Pusan National Univ.

The subject of this article is the attitude of the Korean
journalism  during the drifting political time when the
Busan-Masan Uprising broke out in October 1979. For this, this
article examines how news media and journalists of South Korea
responded to the political changes during that time through the
records of interviews of 9 journalists.

The main topic of each chapter is as follows.

The Chapter 2 examines how the Yusin Constitution suppressed
the freedom of speech and the freedom of press.

The Chapter 3 deals with the fightings for the freedom of speech
by the well-known Dong-A Ilbo and Chosun Ilbo in 1974 and the
situation of the journalism in Busan during that time.

In Chapter 4, 1 analyzed how the journalism was the target of
the people’s demonstration and resistance against the Yushin
regime by an analysis of the declaration and slogans of students
who took to the streets during the Busan-Masan Uprising.

In Chapter 5, 1 analyzed the attitudes of journalists during the
Uprising. There were three types of deskmen:

The first type thought that the Uprising was an illegal

demonstration, therefore coverage of it was unnecessary. They

either banned the reporters’ access to the scene of demonstration
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or simply did not tell reporters to go and cover the incident.

The second type thought that the news could not be reported,
but at least news gathering was necessary and let reporters go to
the street.

The third type of deskmen was rare, who ordered news
gatherings by reporters and tried to report the news of
Busan-Masan Uprising.

And there were also three types of reporters.

The first did not go to the demonstration scene. The second type
of reporter went and watched the situation of uprising but did
not gather news. The third type of reporters gathered news and
tried to keep historical records. This attitude seems faithful to the
professional ethics of a journalist.

The journalists under the Yusin regime can be classified into
three: journalists  subordinate to the Yusin regime; journalists
faithful to professional ethics; journalists who were fighters
resisting against the Yusin regime.

Troubles between subordinate journalists and the ones faithful to
professional ethics was sharpend with the collapse of the Yusin
regime. The issue of expelling the Yusin - journalists was raised
by the journalists in Busan for the first time in South Korea after

the Busan-Masan Uprising in April 1980.

Key Words : the Busan-Masan Uprising, the control of press,
the freedom of press, journalists subordinate to the Yusin
regime, journalists faithful to professional ethics, journalists

who were fighters resisting against the Yusin regime.





