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Lee, Soon-wook / Pusan National University

In particular, lives and experiences in regions

April Revolution Literature and Busan
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The April Revolution is remembered, among others, as a time of

[Abstract]

r

represent most of the memories for the revolution, which seems to

be different from Korea's unique social and cultural atmosphere
where almost everything is revolving around Seoul. In that sense,

forced silence.
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focusing on the April Revolution poetry presents a new perspective
to use literature to reconstruct the regional political and social
history. This paper aims to examine under what circumstances
poetry about the April Revolution were created in the Busan
region as well as their characteristics during the Masan protest
followed by the April Revolution. The scope of poems were limited
to those published in newspapers, the most mobile type of media.

First, the defining factors for the creation of the April
Revolution poems were provided by newspapers. Except for the
currently unverifiable "Minju Sinbos, more than 50 poems were
published in "Kookje Sinbosand "Busan Ilbos. Major regional
writers created most of the poems, while some citizens and
students played as important writers. The number of creations was
concentrated on April and May in the year, which was supported
by enthusiasm for the revolution, social atmosphere of the time and
mostly by the mobility of newspapers. Since June, revolutionary
poems became a formality, showing a noticeable decrease in the
number of creations, which is due mainly to the publication of a
collection of revolutionary literature.

The dominating poetic form of the revolutionary poetry was
memorial poems, followed by political poems and poesie—
temoignage. This demonstrates that those poems brought the
criticism of and the fight against the rule of President Rhee,
Syngman to the fore and pursued democratic, equalitarian and
nationalistic values, while paying tribute to the noble sacrifice of
the fallen, renewing their commitment and succeeding the
revolutionary spirits.

It is difficult to find poems that elaborate on historical
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experiences of the April Revolution in Busan. In other words, the
Busan region had few literary works that embody the democratic
movement against the dictatorship during the April Revolution.
They just show the characteristics of literary works representing
the April Revolution in general spurred by the experiences from
the Masan protest, so much so that it is hard to extract their
originality. Nevertheless, paying attention to the region by linking
the historicity or the thisness of the struggles that Busan and
Masan have respectively is meaningful, because this can emphasize
the reconstitution of the pieces excluded from the diachronic and
synchronic trends of the April Revolution literature. History is not
a single current, but an interaction of many different forces.
Therein lies the importance of the April Revolution literary works
produced in Busan which was not directly connected, but directly
affected by the Masan protest, which sparked the April

Revolution.

Key words : April Revolution, Busan, political literature,
revolutionary poetry, children’s literature, media, "Busan Ilboy,

"Kookje Sinboj, Kim, Tae—hong, Son, Dong—in.



