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Western Music, 7th Edition, the United States:Norton, 2006, p.307.
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| Abstract |

Music Associations and Musical Drama Production in
Busan during the Liberation Period

Nam, Young-Hee - Lee, Soon-Wook

This article aims to discover the value and meaning of liberation period in
Busan music history centering on Western music. To this end, diverse
empirical materials including newspapers, magazines, music textbooks,
association journals, government publications and pamphlets etc. were
examined in three areas; organization and activities of music associations,
publication of media, sing-a-song together movement & music drama -
opera production. As a result, the liberation period as “a foundation for
building growth engines of music field based on the cultural assets
accumulated since the period of modern enlightenment” in Busan was
newly identified.

Left-right conflict, which is a characteristic of the liberation period, is
hard to find in Busan, but rather musicians in Busan organized various
associations to pursue exclusivity of classical music, or to participate in
social activities such as education and donation by concerts. “Gyeongnam
Music Association”, which has 260 members and Tongyeong branch,
carried out various projects such as publication of journal, organizing music
competition for students and concerts. In particular, “Eumak Jubo, weekly
music magazine”, published since February 1946, is a pioneering
achievement in the history of publishing music journals in Korea. “The
Busan Musicians' Association”, consists of professional musicians, pursued
pure classical music only. “Noraehajahoe, sing together society” was a
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group that aimed to sing new and good songs together. Amateurs as well as
professional musicians and artists from other fields were all involved, it
contributed to expansion of the range of music creation and enjoyment.

Other phenomena that characterize Busan music in the Liberation Period
are the production of musical dramas and Korean operas. Musical dramas
featuring nationalism and educational lessons were not just school events
but popular cultural events encompassing parents and local residents. The
development of musical drama led to the production of Korean operas such
as Flute and Sword and Lakeside House. Musical dramas and operas are a
comprehensive performing arts that combines music, art, dance, theater, and
literature, and it has led to the convergence and development of artistic
capabilities of various art genres in Busan. Therefore, the liberation period
in Busan music history is not a “sprouting time” but a period to build up
power that will develop music field in the future.

Key words: Liberation period, Busan, Media, Kyeongnam Music
Association, Weekly music magazine Eumak Jubo, Musical drama



