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| Abstract |

The Conceptual Meaning and Historical Character
of ‘Open Port’ in 1876

Jeon, Sung-Hyun

The term ‘open port” was not used before 1876. In other words, the term
open port is ‘modern language’. Then, what is the historical meaning based
on the conceptual meaning of this term? It is necessary to look into ‘the
semantic fields', one of the research methodology of conceptual history. In
this way, the open port was made by a treaty based on Elements of
International Law(#[E/AEE). Also, it can be said that it has historical
meaning that free space of trade, residence, and passage and the appearance
of diplomatic space accordingly. Of course, this meaning was partly
achieved through the open port in 1876, but the rest was not so and it was
done over time. However, such meaning continued in the conceptual
meaning of the open port.

In addition, the treaty concluded in the period around 1876 was not by
Japanese forced force or by unequal conclusion to Joseon, as it has been
known so far. The Joseon side had already been aware of Japan's intentions
to some extent. Even if there was not enough preparation for him, he
responded as actively as possible. Therefore, in the process of signing the
treaty surrounding the open port, we tried to ensure our own equality by
responding to the unilateral interests of Japan as much as we prepared. The
open port was done in the same way.

If so, the claim of '1407 Opening Port', which is currently being raised in
some parts, is because it misunderstood the conceptual meaning of the
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opening port and the nature of the opening port in 1876. Again, ‘open port’
is a modern language and its meaning is also based on international law, so
it can not be used as a concept referring to the historical situation of
premodern times. In addition, the open port in 1876 can not define the
personality only in the negative aspect of coercion and inequality. Rather, it
can be said that there was a strong movement to guarantee independence
and equality from the standpoint of Joseon.

Key words : open port, 1876, 1407, the semantic fields, Joseon-Japan
Treaty, Busan Port Concession Treaty



