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| Abstract |

Fire That Broke Out in Busan and Activity of the Busan
Fire Fighting Service During the Japanese Colonial Period:
Focus on 1920s and 1930s

kim, Sang-Wook

As ports were open in 1876, Busan grew to be one of the best trade ports
and the second best city in Korea. The population of Busan increased and
the town expanded, which caused a number of fires to break out. Japanese
people who resided in Busan had much more financial damages due to fires
in 1920s than Korean. They were engaged in diverse manufacturing
business areas including rice polishing and food industry. Therefore, their
damages due to fire also increased.

As damages caused by fire increased, the Busan Fire Fighting Service
were active to deal with it. First, its organization was reorganized. The
Busan Fire Fighting Service expanded the fire fighting equipment and
reorganized the organization into five departments under the headquarter.
Standing fire fighters were arranged for each of departments. However, the
executive officers accumulated wealth by illegal means in the process of
expanding fire fighting equipment with fees Busan people donated to
celebrate its beginning ceremony. It led to resignation and arrest of the
officers of the fire fighting service and provided a chance to change the
personnel system of the service.

Second, fire prevention drills to respond to fire was reinforced. The
prevention activity was designed to control fire. The beginning ceremony
was an important event of the service that was held in the beginning of a
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new year. The fire fighting service pledged to be positively engaged in its
activity through the beginning ceremony. The fire fighters exercised drills
using motor pumps on spring and fall fire drills. On the Fire-fighting day
that was exercised every winter, fire precaution campaign was exercised.

When a fire broke out, the Busan Fire Fighting Service quickly controlled
it. The Busan Fire Fighting Service detected fire using watchtower
supervision system, public telephones and fire alarms. When a fire was
found, standing fire fighters turned out to control it on the motor pump.
Then, its activity was usually made in residence of Japanese people and
updated equipment was arranged there.

key words: fire fighting headquarter, beginnig ceremony fee, fire fighting
equipment, fire fighting day, spring and fall fire drill, fire alarm



