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| Abstract |

The ‘National Fish’ Created by Korean Fisheries Policy,
and the Mackerel

Kim, Yun-Mi

After liberation in 1945, the war, post-war recovery, and subsequent
industrialization brought about population growth, and the government
assigned the role of food supply to the fishing industry as a policy. The
fishing industry is a representative industry that grew with government
policy support. The fishing industry policy, which was planned for the
purpose of food supply and export, brought about the development of
coastal fishing, deep-sea fishing, and aquaculture. As a result, mackerel,
pollack, and squid, which were cheap and could be supplied in large
quantities, were elevated to the ranks of ‘national fish.’

In this paper, first, we examine the status of the mackerel fishery before
and after liberation, and examine the solution to the food problem and the
changes in fishery policy through mackerel during the US military
government and the Korean War. Second, we analyze the growth of Busan’s
fishery industry and the expansion of its infrastructure during the process of
implementing the First Economic Development Plan and the Fisheries
Promotion Plan since the 1960s. Third, we examine the impact of changes
in international maritime law and the reduction of fishing grounds through
the Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement since the 1990s, and then examine
industrialization through promotion of mackerel consumption and securing

of distribution networks.

Key Words: Fisheries Agency, Busan Port, Busan Joint Fish Market,
Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement, Economic Development, Food Policy,
UNDP, ICA, UNCAC.



