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| Abstract |

The description and meaning of Song Sang-hyeon
in Japanese literature

Kim, Joon-Bae

The Imjin War was the largest international war between the three East
Asian countries in the pre-modern era, which took place from 1592 to 1598.
This war had a tremendous impact on the invaded countries such as Joseon
and Ming, as well as the aggressor Japan, and sparked the production of
numerous related documents. In this process, the anecdote of Song
Sang-hyeon who passed away while protecting Dongrae fortress in the early
days of the war, was transmitted to Japan through Jingbirok', and the fact
that he was loyal to the country even risking his death moved the Japanese
people, He was portrayed in various literatures as a brave and loyal
character in Japan. This image of Song Sang-hyeon was supplemented by
various Joseon literatures introduced to Japan after the Meiji Restoration,
and Song Sang-hyeon was portrayed in modern Japanese literature as a
more valiant and loyal person, and his death was portrayed more fiercely.
Some literatures even called him *A great scholar representing the country’,
and Song Sang-hyeon was evaluated as a great figure representing Joseon in
modern Japan.

The background of this evaluation of Song Sang-hyeon was the attitude
of the Japanese who highly valued his death and burial method. The fact
that he bravely sacrificed while guarding the castle at the risk of death was
in line with the traditional Japanese samurai, who took it for granted as a
samurai to die on the battlefield for his lord, and was worthy of a very good
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evaluation in Japan. It was also important to note that his burial after his
death was by Japanese soldiers. His burial by the Japanese soldiers in the
position of the aggressor was praised in Japan as an act of remembrance to
the enemy army and as an act of showing the victor's compassion, and this
weakened its own character as an aggressor and served as a conquest force.
It was an action that strengthened the attribute. To the Japanese, Song
Sang-hyeon was a great figure who died while defending Dongrae fortress,
and at the same time, he was a person who made Japanese show their
compassion by eventually being defeated to them. Because of his death and
burial, Song Sang-hyeon's anecdote could be recorded in detail in Japanese
literature not only in the Edo period but also in modern times.

Key Words : Song Sang-hyeon, Jingbirok, Japanese literatures, the Imjin
War, Edo period



