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| Abstract |

A Study of the Gansa jaepan Sigematsu Konomo’s Activities
in 1807~1808

Yoon, Yu-Sook

The purpose of this study is to examine the activities of Sigematsu
Konomo (EEFAIL) in 1807 when he was dispatched to Joseon as a Gansa
jaepan, or Kanji saiban (#:555%4). Three years prior to 1807, Tsushima
Domain’s negotiations with Joseon to switch the destination of the next
Tongsinsa mission to Tsushima Domain had ruptured. Sigematsu was
therefore sent to resolve the situation and relieve the pressure the Edo
bakufu was applying on Tsushima Domain to make progress. Because the
domain believed that its existence was at stake, it had been leaning toward
the option of accepting Joseon’s request for the domain to submit a separate
diplomatic document called byeolseogye (5l&E#2). Such intentions were
most likely shared with Sigematsu by way of an unofficial order.

Sigematsu convinced Tsushima Domain’s political leaders that the only
solution was to send a byeolseogye to Joseon, which succeeded in reopening
the gate to negotiations with Joseon that had been closed because of
Subingsa(f&#%f#) Hurukawa(i7)1l). While negotiating with Joseon
interpreters, Sigematsu secured unofficial diplomatic documents they’d
drafted such as gakseo (%82) and jeollyeong ({#4%) in order to plant
devices that would guarantee an agreement with Joseon once Tsushima
Domain submitted a byeolseogye. The domain’s political leaders recognized
the progress Sigematsu had made and ordered Oura Heizaemon (KiHiiS/c
f&1) and Kozima Uzaemon (/JNIF/cf#") to help Sigematsu with the
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negotiations.

Prior to Sigematsu, gansa jaepans were dispatched to Joseon in order to
facilitate the friendly relations between Joseon and Tsushima Domain.
While Sigematsu also served as a gansa jaepan, he played a rather different
role that dealt with the preliminary negotiations necessary for the Joseon
Tongsinsa’s next visit to Japan, which was more of a diplomatic matter
between the governments of Joseon and Japan.

Key Words : Yeokjitongsin(5Hi#(5), Gansa jaepan(s435441), Sigematsu
Konomo(ZFEAR L), Seogye(F#2), Joseon-tongsinsa(FHft@(Ef#), Oura
Heizaemon(JiiEs Z=41™), Kozima Uzaemon (7] N5 A=4T™)



