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| Abstract |

The features of the Mandeok-dong Temple
in Busan as a roof tile

Choi, Jeong-Hey

Based on the roof tiles excavated from the Mandeok-dong Temple
remains, a representative Goryeodynasty temple in Busan, this study
reviews the temple’s general features, including how it was constructed and
fell into ruins and its current status.

Three excavations by the Busan Museum identified sites of the temple's
main building, the corridor, a staircase, a lecture hall, and the drainage.A
large number of roof tiles, ceramics, earthenware, pottery, and stone
artifacts were also discovered. The tiles, which made up a greater proportion
of the relics, were classified into inscription tiles, roof-end tiles, rafter tiles,
pheasant tail tiles, gargoyle tiles, dragon head tiles, small figure tiles, and
concave and convex tiles.

An analysis shows that the Gibisa Temple inscription tiles, which
apparently reflect the name and characteristics of the temple, are not
mentioned in the historical records. However, an inscription tile of Geumsan
Temple's gilt bronze incense burner,currently housed in the Tokyo National
Museum, confirms that the temple indeed existed during the Goryeodynasty.
There are various forms of convex and concave roof-end tiles belonging to
the early to the late Goryeoperiod, and the pheasant tail tiles, dragon head
tiles, small figure tiles, and gargoyle tiles that decorate the roof ridge have a
form exhibiting typical Goryeo-style characteristics.

Based on the inscription tiles, the Mandeok-dong Temple remainsare not
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the Mandeoksa Temple recorded in History of Goryeo and Essentials of
Goryeo History, but must be Gibisa Temple, where the monk Samjung
presided as a Buddhist Master. Given the architectural characteristics of the
roof-ends, the temple must have been founded around the first half of the
10th century during the early Goryeodynasty, and probably existed until the
late Goryeo or the early Joseon dynasty. The pheasant tail tilesfrom
Mandeok-dong Temple remains are similar to the items excavated from the
Hwangnyong Temple ruins,including their size, and given that the dragon
head and small figure tiles were used as roof decorators, they must have had
a status comparable to that of the temple closely related to the Goryeo royal
family.

Key Words : Gibisa Temple inscription tiles, Geumsan Temple gilt bronze
incense burner,convex and concave roof-end tiles, floor decoration tiles,
status






