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| Abstract |

A study on the historical development of Sohwagwan as
the local theater in Busan

Kim, Nam-Seok

Sohwagwan is a theater established in Busan in December 1931 and has
been a major theater in Busan since the 1930s. The theater owner was
Sakuraba Fujio, and Sakuraba Fujio was one of the maintainers of Busan
theater district, who operated the existing theater Haenggwan and
influenced the theater industry in Busan. When Haenggwan, a
representative theater in Busan in the 1920s, burned down in a fire in 1930,
Sakuraba Fujio built Haenggwan in a different location from the existing
location. The location of the new theater was the main road of Jangsutong,
where “Wookgwan-Taepyeonggwan-Boraegwan’ was located. As a result, a
new theater of digestion Sohwagwan could be established, rather than a
traditional Haenggwan. The opening of the Sohwagwan played a role in
actively leading the activities of Busan theater district, and formed an
important opportunity to turn the center of the theater into the vicinity of the
main road of Jangsutong. From this point on, Sohwagwan is included in the
three major theaters of the Busan Theater District, and has grown into a
theater that leads the Busan theater industry along with the existing
Boraegwan and Sangsaenggwan. Sohwagwan survived Korea's
independence and operated as the unchanging center of Busan Theater
District in the 1950s and 60s. Sohwagwan changed its name to
Choseon-Theater with liberation in 1945, reborn as Donga-Theater in 1949,
operated as a theater until 1968, and showed off its building as a theater in
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the 1960s. This study intends to trace the historical flow from the
establishment(new construction) of Sohwagwan. In addition, this study will
investigate the intention of establishment, surrounding environment,
location determination, building appearance, management strategy,
introduction of keys, related facilities, public relations strategy, screening
movie (list), and operation method. Subsequently, this study will examine
the operational examples and characteristics of Choseon-Theater and
Donga-Theater following the transition of Sohwagwan after Korea's
independence.

key words: Sohwagwan, Choseongeukjang, Dongageukjang, Sakuraba hujio
(bojwepgyetdye), Haenggwan



