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| Abstract |

Regional Characteristics of Art in Busan
- Focusing on the Image of "Sea" -

Kim, Jung-Sun

The sea in the Busan art has been at once part of its life and a major
theme. Including Im Ho(}%), Kim Jong-sik(#%-2]), and Kim Gyeong(#
7d) who centered their career on Busan during the modern and
contemporary period, a number of painters wielded their brushes while
putting in the background the port city as a refuge during the Korean War.
And their paintings often include those women who carved vibrant vitality
out of the sea.

In this essay, 1'd like to explore the regional characteristics of the Busan
art by focusing on the figure of women which was set in Busan since the
modern era began. For 'the sea and women' at once makes a universal theme
grounded in the matrix and taps into the identity of the city's painting
community. The purpose of this thesis is to get as close as possible to the
independent voice of the first-generation painters, who organized
exhibitions for the members of their artistic coterie and thereby aimed to
realize the local colors peculiar to the city's painting community.

Meanwhile, We find not only the uniqueness of the artists but also the
local traits shared by the regional artists in the works not only of Kim
Jong-sik and Kim Yun-min who were members of Tobyuk-Group, but also
of Yang Dal-seok who worked for a long time in Busan. While their themes
and painting styles were different, the tendency among the first-generation
Busan painters that tried to express the world beyond the reality mainly with
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bright colors and representation shown in their works was the outcome of
their effort to "find the archetype of the unaffected and truthful national art
that percolates from the physiological body odor of our people” instead of
pursuing the light-minded trends, even though it was shock coming from
outside.

key words: the sea, Busan, the Korean War, Tobyuk-Group, New Realism
Group, Regional Characteristics



