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| Abstract |

The River Improvement Project on the lower Nakdong River in
the 1920~30s and the Reaction of the Local Residents

Ko, Na-Eun

The Japanese Government-General of Joseon planed to environmental
improvement on the lower Nakdonggang River with the river improvement
project. There are two major objectives of the project: consulting
convenience of Japanese landowners and a part of local influentials of
Joseon in that area; promoting its results as a tangible achievement for
maintaining the governing authority.

However, the lower class of that district had to suffer a numerous conflict
of interests caused severe flood damages and forced developments during
the project, which possibly led to life-threatening situation in many ways.
The benefits from the river improvement project had been unevenly
distributed by classes or nationals, causing conflicts not only among the
colonial authority and the local community, but also between locals within
the community.

In order to gain profits and to protect themselves, the locals seek to
respond collectively and politically. Therefore, the river improvement
project eventually sparked a series of protests stemmed from politics of
everyday life, in which local residents could embody the modernity in the
course of resistant movements against the project and the authority.

Key words: River Improvement Project, Nakdong River, local politics,
colonial development, Confluence construction of two adjoining river
streams into a singular channel






